Hawarden Community Council

Planning Committee
S January 2023

Planning Applications for consideration:

Ward: Hawarden
Aston

Erection of a Detached Garage
to the South of the Stables and
other Existing External/internal
Alterations to the Listed
Stables, the installation of a
new window in the South
Stable Elevation and the
construction of a linking
Structure between the main
former Stable Building and the
Annex to the West.

Stamford Way,
Ewloe

No. | Planning Proposal Address CASE OFFICER
Application
Number &
Date

1. | 000655 To Regularise and Retain the | Castle Hill Stables, | S Connah

Docs avalilable

Ward: Hawarden

conservatory

Hawarden

2. | 000656 Listed Building Application to | Castle Hill Stables, | S Connah
Regularise and Retain the Stamford Way, Docs available
Erection of a Detached Garage | Ewloe
Ward: Hawarden to the South of the Stables and
other Existing External/Internal
Aston ) .
Alterations to the Listed
Stables, the installation of a
new window in the South
Stable Elevation and the
construction of a linking
Structure hetween the main
former Stable Building and the
Annex to the West.
3. | 000757 Proposed new Porch Pantille Lane, Off A Hinchly
Paradise La
Ward: Hawarden Hawarden
Ewloe
4, | 000753 Proposed Utility room and 14, Vale Avenue, A Hinchly




000729

Ward: Hawarden
Mancot

emove 2 monkey puzzle trees
(M1 and M2). They are very
farge and take up a lot of space
in the small garden. The
occupant of the property has
small children and the debris
from the trees is sharp and
dangerous. Works to a beech
tree (B1) to include reducing
the crown spread by 2-2.5m
over the neighbour's property
and to reduce the crown
slightly less in other directions.
The height will be reduced by
1-2m with the crown rounded
over to form a natural shape.
At the same time the crown
will be thinned out by 10% to
remove dead, small crossing
and any rubbing branches.

Allendale 64, Glynne
Way, Hawarden

S Body

000738

Ward: Hawarden
Ewloe

Siting of a Bespoke Commercial
Container to provide floor
space for a Local Hairdressers

Standwell House,
Holywell Road,
Ewloe,

l. Pinches
{no docs available}




Accounts for Payment

Jan-23
Ref: Method ltem Cost

H/22/315 |DD BES - Electricity Nov/Dec £152.62
H/22/316 |DD SSE - unmetered supplies - November £3,045.12
H/22/317 |DD Dwr Cymru - 113 The Highway - December £24.18
H/22/318 |DD OneCom - Broadband & L/L - November £105.65
H/22/319 |DD Air Liquide - cylinder rental £17.76
H/22/320 |1022(FG) Morgans of Deeside - work jacket - HW £34.40
H/22/321 |1022(FG) |Euro Car Parts - oil/air filter - CU16LGX £31.64
H/22/322 |BACS Snapfast - 30 x LEDs + photocells £4,140.00
H/22/323 |BACS Done & Dusted - deep clean December £60.00
H/22/324 |0726(S)) Charlies - buckets/mops £31.66
H/22/325 |BACS Idata - CCTV maintenance £46.20
H/22/326 |BACS Samco - work boots - H.W. £89.94
H/22/327 |1022(FG) |Quickco - silicone sealant - YK 19 KKL £25.33
H/22/328 |DD EE - mobiles December/January £59.80
H/22/329 |BACS Viking - business name stamp - HCC £19.64
H/22/330 |DD BES - Gas - December £102.00
H/22/331 |DD Scottish Power - Pavilion/Depot - December £102.00
H/22/332 |BACS10 Lloyds Bank - Salaries January £13,195.26
H/22/333 {BACS Clwyd Pension Fund - Salaries January £5,118.01
H/22/334 IBACS HMRC - Salaries January £5,069.09

£31,470.30

TOTAL:

Chair of Finance:
Chair of Council:




HAWARDEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED PENARLAG

9™ January 2023

Annual Budget 2023-24

Name of Councillor(s)/
Officer

Clerk and Financial Officer and
Finance Working Group

Titie of Report

Annual Budget and Precept Demand for 2023-24

Purpose of Report

To consider the Council’s draft budget and precept for
the year 2023-24.

The council’s Finance Working Group has met on two
occasions to review the budget line by line.

Background to this request

Each year when the Community Council sets its draft
budget and precept it must also consider the level of
reserves it has to make sure that the reserves are
adequate.

The council has to keep between three and twelve
months’ worth of operating costs in its reserves which
ranges from approximately £100,000 to £400,000
based on current estimates. As at 30" November the
council’s reserves sit at £328,887 noting that four
months of income and expenditure is still awaited.

An advisory note is appended to this report about
reserves and balances.




The Council is also holds a significant amount of assets
including community buildings and fleet which are not
currently budgeted for in ear-marked reserves.

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

Financial Implications

The draft budget attached shows an annual predicted
expenditure of £440,058 and a predicted income of
£441,673 with a net surplus of £1,615.

The budget includes the following recommendations of
the Finance Working Group:

Inflationary increases on utilities and other annual
costs at 11%.

Increases on gas and electric based on existing data
and expected increases.

Salaries have been budgeted at an increase of 5%
based on an average of other councils.

National Insurance contributions for both the
employer and the employee increased by 1.25% in
April 2022 but were reduced again in November 2022.

Employer pension contributions have increased by
1.3% from 21.8% to 23.1% following the recent three-
year actuarial valuation from the Clwyd Pension Fund,

Mandatory Member Allowances have increased to
£156 per member, plus consumables upon receipt.
Considering the new allowances and ear marked
reserves carried forward, an amount of £2,376 has
been included. Please note that the Independent
Remuneration Panel report is a draft.

Annual budget provision should be earmarked for
replacement vehicles.




5.9

5.10

5.11

The cost of the local Community Council elections for
May 2022 could have been in the region of £18,000
based on information supplied by the County Council’s
electoral office. It is suggested that an amount is
included each year as ear-marked reserves for the next
election in 2027. Suggestion is £4,000 per year leading
up to the elections.

Members will recall that the Precept was set last year
at -2% on condition that the precept would have to be
increased in 2023-24 to accommodate for this. This
cost to the council for this reduced precept was over
£12,000 last year.

This reduction, coupled with the increase in energy
charges and the national pay award for the current
year means that the council has heavily relied on its
reserves this current financial year.

Ear-marked reserves are currently as per the attached
schedule. It is suggested to add a £10,000 contingency
budget into ear-marked reserves rather than include
this in the annual budget, together with an additional
£4,000 per year towards the cost of the Local
Government elections in 2027 (as par para 5.9 above).

Environmental
Implications

None directly associated with this report but the
budget contains finances for open spaces and tree
management.

Decision sought by Council

To consider and agree the proposed draft budget as
per the attached schedule.

The budget, as presented, includes a precept of
£303,896 which equates to a council tax band D
property of £47.56 representing an increase of £3.93
therefore £0.08 per week,

Equality implications

None directly associated with this report.
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ADVICEINOTE - Local Council Reserves and Balances

Following the introduction of the Accounts and Audit Regulations in 1996, which can be considered as
the birth of the modern rules governing local council accounting and audit procedures, a question was
asked In the House of Commons fo the then Minister of Local Government regarding the level of
reserves which a local council should maintain,

The answer given is still current — although Sections 32 and 43 of the Local Government Finance Act
1992 requlre billing and precepting authorities in England and Wales to have regard to the level of
raserves needad fo meet esiimated future expenditure when calculating the budgel requirement,
statute or regulations do not dictate that a local council should maintain reserves of any pariicular size
or, indead, that they should maintain any at all. It is widely accepled that a case for a statutory minimum
level of reserves, sven in exceptional circumstances, has not been made. However, due prudence does
require that reservas are built up and maintained.

When reviewing the medium term financial plans and preparing the annual budget the prudent local
council will consider the establishment and maintenance of reserves. These will be held for three main
purposes:

. a working balance to help cushion the Impact of uneven cash flows and avold unnecessary
temporary borrowing (overdraft) e.g. prior to receipt of precept - this forms part of general reserves,

. a contingency to cushion the impact of unexpected events or emergencies — this also forms
part of general reserves,

. a means of building up {unds, often referred to as earmarked reserves, to meet known or
predicted liabilities,

With regard to the Genaral Reserve, the question of size has often heen asked. The advice to external
auditors Is that general (ie. un-earmarked) revenue reserves usually lie within the range of three to
twelve months gross expenditure but that the amount should be risk assessed and approved by the
Council.  The external audiior might still, and taxpayers would also be within their vights to, seek
answers regarding the size of any General Reserve relative to the precept. Where a councif's year-end
General Reserve is significantly higher than the annual precept an explanation should be provided to
the external auditor,

Earmarked Reserves are entirely different to the General Reserve and should be established whenaver
there I a need to "save up’ for expected and significant future expenditure as it would be unwise to
expect the taxpayer to fund a significant purchase in any one year. The funding for the purchase, for
example, of a new vehicle or a new village hall should be “spread” over a number of years so that the
iotal financial burden does not fall to the taxpayer in one single precept. Each year's precept should
include an “Instalment” which can be transferred to the earmarked reserve and used at the time the
expenditure is needed. Earmarked Reserves not eventually spent on the purpose Intended should not
simply be transferred fo the General Reseive but used fo reduce the precept or for other capltal
expenditure in the current or next financial year.

Barrie Woodcock,
SLCC Natlonal Financial Advisor,
March 2008,
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12:50 Earmarked Reserves

Account Opening Balance Net Transfers Closing Balance
320 EMR - Mandatory Member Allowan 2,400.00 2,400.00
321 EMR - Summer Play Scheme 0.00 0.00
322 EMR - Comm Centre, Ewloe 20,000.00 20,000.00
323 EMR Aston s106 4,969.50 4,969.50
324 EMR - Mancot 5106 1,5624.00 1,624.00
325 EMR - Elections 2,287.00 2,287.00
326 EMR - CCTV 1,403.00 1,403.00
327 EMR - Play Equip/Areas £0,000.00 80,000.00
328 EMR - Christmas Lighting 10,000.0C 10,000.00
329 EMR - Legal fees 1,600.0C 1,600.00

124,183.50 0.00 124,183.50




