
 
 
 
 
 

HAWARDEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
CYNGOR CYMUNED PENARLAG 

 
PROFORMA FOR COUNCILLORS TO ADD ITEMS TO THE AGENDA 

 
Name of Councillor(s) Councillor Richard Taylor 

 
Title of Report Recording Community Council Meetings & providing public 

access to these Recordings. 
 

Purpose of Report For the Community Council to understand the benefits of 
formal transparency to The Community and for the 
Community Council. Recording and giving public access to HCC 
meetings would provide a high level of transparency into why 
and how the Community Councillors act in representation of 
their community. They would provide more context, detail and 
accuracy, to the minutes, and would go towards providing a 
level of meaningful accountability to councillors. 
 
 

Background to this 
request 

The background is the same as last time we voted on this, and 
the necessity for more transparency has been demonstrated 
many times since we last voted:  
 
Members of the public who would like to view their Elected 
Reps in action but can’t make the time and/or place are being 
excluded from viewing their Cllrs making decisions on their 
behalf. 
 
The difference in quality and detail of information between 
attending (or viewing a recording of) a meeting and any 
published record is significant: Formally published information 
has been shown to be incorrect on occasion, and information 
disseminated by Cllrs can be shown to be highly subjective. 
 
The policy of Cllr autonomy does not work. I.e relying on the 
individual Cllr to declare an interest in a discussion is 
demonstrated on almost a monthly basis to be fallible and 
some Cllrs rely on a lack of Transparently to breach the code of 
conduct with impunity. To compound this, we have Cllrs that 
are more interested in protecting their right to autonomy, and 
therefore anonymity, than in ensuring objective and fair 
discussion. 
 



Financial Implications If we use the existing set up for the Hybrid meetings, there are 
no financial implications for the acceptance of this proposal. 
 

Environmental 
Implications 

Less pollution due to reduced traffic racing to make the 
time/place of the HCC’s choosing. 
 

Decision sought by 
Council 

A vote in favour of Recording Community Council Meetings & 
providing public access to these Recordings. 
 

Advantages of this 
proposal 

Community Empowerment. 
HCC Transparency. 
HCC/Cllr Accountability. 
Enforcement of the Code of Conduct though public scrutiny. 
Community engagement. 
A rebuilding of public trust in the HCC. 
It may encourage other Councils to follow suit, therefore 
improving more general adherence to the Code of Conduct. 
 
 

Disadvantages of this 
proposal 

There are none. 
 

Equality implications Access to these recordings will empower the community at 
large by allowing access to a similar level of information, detail, 
context and nuance that each Hawarden Community 
Councillor already has experienced by attending meetings. 
They will put the Community of Hawarden on an equal footing 
with the Community Councillors. 
Residents unable to attend the meetings, either virtually or in 
person, can view the decisions made on their behalf by their 
elected reps in their own time and without any subjective 
skew. 
 

 
 


