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Report of the 2019 Hawarden and Broughton & Bretton Remembrance Parade

1. introduction and report of the parade.

1.1.1was asked to coordinate the civilian section of the 2019 Hawarden and Broughton & Bretton Remembrance
Parade at Gladstone carpark, then walk at the back of the parade and prepare a report.

1.2. | spoke with many groups as they gathered. One youth leader told me that it is impossible to ensure the safety
of young people in a crowd and this is an issue we must address.

1.3. The parade left early and the civilian groups formed into three separate lines between the cars which merged
successfully to join the end of the parade. Should there be a separated area to allow the whole parade to form up.

1.4. There were a large number of people standing on the pavement watching the parade pass. Some walked
alongside the parade towards the war memorial, Few, if any, people joined the back of the parade.

1.5. The youth groups at the rear of the parade could not get into the area in front of the war memorial because the
entrance was blocked by a van on the pavement and the public who had gathered there or walked alongside the
parade.

1.6. The service started before all those in the parade were in the area in front of the war memarial.
2. Changes to be considered in the first instance.
2.1 The safety of young people must be the first priority.

2.2. The timing of the parade must be checked to ensure all in the parade get into the area in front of the war
memaorial before the service starts. There may be a need to coordinate this with other councils who use the same
staff to erect road closed traffic signs.

2.3. Ensure the entrance into the area in front of the war memorial remains open. It may be necessary to use crowd
control barriers.

2.4, Define areas in front of the war memorial for different groups with particular regard to areas for youth groups.
This happens elsewhere, often with wreath layers in a separate area and adds dignity to this process.

3. Other changes which may be considered.

3.1. Allow groups or individuals to miss the parade and assemble in their position in front of the war memorial.
Defined areas (2.4} would need to be in place and this may assist with item 2.1, the safety of young people and 2.2
parade timing by taking young people, who tend to be the slowest walkers out of the parade.

3.2. Have a master of ceremonies who, as inconspicuously as possible, positions people and groups around the war
memorial and generally assists people during the wreath laying.

3.3. Reconsider where the parade starts from, in Connah’s Quay they walk from the Civic Hall to the war memorial, a
very short distance. We could consider Tinkersdale car park, St. Deiniols Library car park, The Old Rectory car park,
Hawarden Village school and or the Hawarden Cemetery car parks etc.

3.4, In the long term and in partnership with St. Deiniols Library create a paved area in the front of the library
grounds and including part of the road to the old entrance. Removable fencing or gates would allow this area to be
used by the public just for the Remembrance service.

Dave Mackie.



