To: Members of Hawarden Community Council

From: Hawarden Rangers Football Club

Dear Community Council
Proposed Development at Gladstone Playing Fields

1 Hawarden Rangers Football Club is requesting that Hawarden Community Council
consider their request to enhance facilities at the Gladstone Playing Fields.

Background To The Request

2 At present the football club has two sections: the Junior Section with youngsters
from the age of five up to, and including, the age of sixteen and a Senior Section of
aduits. The Senior Section was formed in 1974 by the late Mr Elwyn Owen
(Queensferry Sports) of Hawarden and the Junior Section was formed in 1984 with
the amalgamation of the Hawarden Wayfarers and Hawarden Pathfinders Cub
football teams.

In the period between 1984 and 1990 the Senior Section had a separate
management committee and in 1990 it folded but in 1891 it reformed and was
administered by the officers of the Junior Section; hence it became one club.

3 Before the beginning of the football season, late July/early August, the footballers
are able to train/practice of an evening on Gladstone and during the autumn/spring,
with reduced daylight, the training /practice takes place at Hawarden High School,
either on the floodlit hard surface or indoors in the Sports Hall. The younger age
groups practice skills on a Saturday morning; again using the school’s indoor
facilities or on Gladstone.

4 Organised, competitive football matches take place as follows:
Queensferry Sports Flintshire Junior and Youth Football League
Saturday mornings: Under 12, Under 13, Under 14, Under 15, Under 16
Sunday mornings: Under 7, Under 8, Under 9, Under 10, Under 11

The League Handbook advises clubs of the location and parking facilities at each of
the clubs.

Welsh National League (Wrexham area)

Saturday afternoons: Senior and Reserve Adult teams — and never do the two
teams play at home on the same Saturday



Again this League‘s Handbook advises clubs of the location and parking facilities at
each of the clubs.

Hawarden Festival

On Hawarden Festival Day the Ciub organises a mini tournament for the age groups
from Under 7 to Under 11 and clubs from outside of the area do participate on this
day.

Participating teams are advised of the parking facilities at Hawarden High School.

5 Although changing facilities are available in the Pavilion, invariably the teams that
play on a Saturday morning come in their football kit (visit any location where junior
football is played and you will observe that that is the norm: teams turn up in their
football kit).

However, when the senior teams play, the participants use the changing facilities
that are provided in the Pavilion.

On Hawarden Festival Day participating football clubs, more often than not, erect
gazebos on the field for the use of their players.

6 On Saturday mornings those Hawarden adults (managers of the team and parents)
responsible for a particular team will prepare the playing area and its environs prior
to the match and at the end of the match will clear the area of litter - and encourage
opposition supporters to remove any litter that they may have deposited.

Prior to the afternoon match, the officials and players of the senior team playing at
home will likewise prepare the surface and environs of the playing area (remove
mole hills, mark the pitch, and erect goal posts and wheel, from the lock up, the
covered seating area for the substitutes). and, like wise, at the end of the match,
wheel the substitutes’ covered area back to the lock up and remove any litter that
may have been deposited.

Before entering the Pavilion, at the end of the match, the players are encouraged to
remove their boots — and there are boot scrapers available. Officials of the Club
clean the changing rooms and tidy up the area around the Pavilion

On Hawarden Festival Day officials of the Club help members of the Community
Council to tidy up the site and remove litter.

7 With the exception of Hawarden Festival Day, there is sufficient parking at
Gladstone for participants in the football matches and spectators and there is no
need for those involved to park off site.



Why The Request For Enhanced Facilities.

8 The Club wishes to continue implementing its aim and objectives that it laid down
when it was formed and to continue to play at the same level and standard that it
does at present; and, to do so, it has to have in place requirements that the Welsh
Football Association has advocated in its document “Tier 3 Ground Criteria.”

9 When the Junior Section was formed in 1884, with the amalgamation of the
Hawarden Wayfarers cub football team with the Hawarden Pathfinders cub football
team, the Club had a definite aim and objectives.

The aim was to foster and promote the benefit of healthy recreation for the
youngsters of Hawarden and this to be achieved by;

» providing facilities for the local community to play football:

« fostering and promoting the playing of football at all levels within the
community;

« promoting and fostering football by providing the opportunity for football
related recreation: training, coaching and competition.

Ideally the ancient parish of Hawarden with its original sixteen fownships of - Aston,
Bannel, Bretton, Broughton, Ewloe Town, Ewloe Wood, Hawarden, Mancot, Manor,

Moor, Pentrobin, Rake, Saltney, Sealand and Shotton.- was defined as “community”
and, as there was a recognition that some youngsters, because of parental choice,
may have attended schools within Hawarden, but live outside the schools’
catchment area, it was felt that “community” should be a five miles radius of the
village.

These aims and objectives are applicable to both the Junior Section and Senior
Section of the Club.

10 Today at least 70% of the members (both adults and juniors) live within the area
specified in Paragraph 9. Some youngsters, who live in Hawarden, and, because of
parental choice, are educated in the Welsh medium schools in Mold and in the
Roman Catholic Schools in Mold and Flint. There are some, also, living outside the
area; their parents have an affiliation with, and to, Hawarden eg lived there as a
youngster, attended one of the schools.

Significantly this season 9/10 players in each of the two senior sides played junior
football with Hawarden and still live locally. And not many senior football teams
playing in the Welsh National League can make that claim. In fact all the players in
one of the senior teams in thls league travel from Merseyside.

11 The aims and objectives of the Club echo the promises and statements made in
the Sports Manifestos of the Conservative and Labour parties:

e encourage sport governing bodies to make rapid improvement on provision;



e ensure that the Premier League delivers on its promise to invest five percent

(5%) of its television rights into the grassroots games to help the next generation

of players and coaches and to improve pitches and facilities;

« sport and recreation can play a part by tackling such health problems as obesity

and mental health;
» sport helps people perform better at work or school and lead happier lives;
» help to boost sports at grassroots level;
+ help local communities to produce a new generation of sporting talent;
+ secure more funding to improve grassroots sports facilities and provision;

« support volunteer sports organisers by sweeping away unnecessary
bureaucracy;

» enable more local sports fields and facilities to be created so local people can
create space and sporting facilities;

¢ refurbishing community sporting facilities to support community cohesion,
improve health and raise educational levels;;

e support volunteer sports organisers by sweeping away unnecessary
bureaucracy;

What Are The Enhanced Facilities That The Club Requires

12 From Football Season 2020/21 The Football Association of Wales is
reconstructing its leagues and, in order to play in a league of the same standard of

football that Hawarden enjoys at present, the Club must fulfil the criteria laid down in

the document “Tier 3 Ground Regulations.”
The Club must have:
1 Covered seating for a hundred (100) spectators;
2 A public address system;
3 A playing area of 98 meters in length by 62 meters in width;
4 A warm up area,

5 Two sets of goals to meet the “Laws of The Game”,



6 Covered sets for the substitutes;
7 Parking area for ten (10) cars;
8 Post match food and drink for players and match officials;
9 Refreshments for spectators;
10 Hardstanding area around field of play;
11 Female and Male sanitary facilities;
12 First Aid Officer fully qualified,
13 Provision for spectators with a disability;
14 Displayed Ground Regulations.

13 Council members will know that due to Council support and the hard work over
many years of Lyn Owen (Chair), Stuart Lawrence (Vice Chair), Dave Dickel
(Secretary) and Paul Hughes (former Treasurer) the Club has in place Criteria 4, 5,
6, 9,10, 11, 13. Criteria 2 can be a mobile system and some of Criteria 14 is in
place (provided by the Council).and other ground regulations are printed in the
match day programme. There is ample parking facilities to fulfil Criteria 7 and
Criteria 8 is met by informing the players and match officials of off site provision in a
local hostelry. The Club sends regularly managers on First Aid Courses and many
of the senior players, by nature of their work, are frained in First Aid; thus fulfilling
Criteria 12

There are two criteria that, at present, are not in place and in order to comply with
the laid down criteria, the Club is requesting of the Council’'s approval to have in
place:

Criteria 1: Covered seating for a hundred (100) spectators;
and to extend the width of the playing area so that it meets

Criteria 3 A playing area of 98 meters in length by 62 meters in width

14 |t is unfortunate that in the FA of Wales documentation that the words “’stadium”.
“stands”. “turnstiles” are used as it conjures up a picture of ground facilities akin to
the facilities of clubs such as Broughton Airbus, Buckley, Flint, Holywell that play in
the Cymru Alliance and Connah’s Quay Nomads that play in the Welsh Premier
League

Request For Any Further Enhanced Facilities

15 The Club is ambitious, but it also realises that it would not be possible to consider
playing football at Gladsone in the next higher-level Tier 2, such as the Cymru



Alliance, The local clubs mentioned in the precious Paragraph 14 have fixed
turnstiles, catering facilities to provide post match food and drink for the players and
a licence to sell alcohol. And in order to maintain their status these clubs will pay
players who, perhaps, are regarded as “better” and are recruited from further afield.

16 Hawarden would most certainly not want to go down that road as it wishes to
retain its "village” feel, playing on the local recreation ground and meeting the
needs of the local community, as laid down in its aim and objectives; a truly amateur
club that does not pay its players as many other local clubs do.

The Cost Of The Enhanced Facilities.

17 90% of the cost of providing the enhanced facilities will be met by the Welsh FA
and the remaining 10% will be paid by the Club.

Why Is It Important For The Club To Have These Enhanced Facilities

18 It is important that the Club should be able to play its football at the present
same level so that aspiring and talented young footballers will have the opportunity
to improve their skills and, hopefully, emulate the success of former players who
have achieved national and international fame: David Brett, Andy Dorman ,
lan Edwards, Barry Horne, Gareth Owen, Michael Owen, lan Rush, the late

Gary Speed — all who represented Hawarden Rangers at various levels of local
football.

It would be sad and disappointing if local talented youngsters had to play their
football at clubs outside the Hawarden community

Finally

17 During the last four years the Community Council has recognised the contribution
made by of the three gentlemen mentioned in Paragraph 13; of how they have
developed, over many years, grassroots coaching soccer skills and organised
football. The Council, furthermore, has acknowledged and supported the
improvements to the Pavilion and playing area that these gentlemen, with the
support of an active committee, have brought forward to enhance performance and
achievement.

18 It is important that the judgement — the need for the requested enhanced
facilities - of these three, gentlemen and the Club membership, is supported by the
Council as it will make it possible for the present level of playing competitive football
to be maintained in the future.



19 Frequently asked questions:

Widening the field of play.

The extension is to the side nearest the highway will not encroach on the other two
pitches.

We will need to bring top soil onto the site to keep the extension at the same level as
the existing field of play in the far corner.

The tarmac spoil from the existing path will be put to one side to be reused as a base
for the new path. Nothing will be taken off site. All existing soil, stones and tarmac
will be reused.

We will be installing a new drainage system alongside the full length of the new path.
Covered seating area.

This unit is only 3 meters deep and 3 meters high. There will be no need to cut down
trees or cut back branches. There will be ample room between the unit and trees for
pedestrians. The path at the front will still be there.

The steelwork and cladding will be brown and the seating green to blend in with the
existing backdrop.

When not in use lockable anti vandal steel screen’s will be fitted to the front and
sides so no one can access the unit.

There will be composite anti vandal spikes fitted to the roof (same as the pavilion) so
that no one can get onto the roof.



S ML ANIOYIAY 3HE NO QIGIACH] 34V SYIEY 4N WHYMA

HE'BY SYA 6007 N GND 3HL OL 1500 AV1d 40 01 3HL
20 B3UNMId FHL 0L 31vS ¥ '8 SHIIHEVE 13315 3dv 3H3HE
0D HOVE GNIHEE 4YD WE Y STIH3HL

SHIAMYYL B INNHONOL 3HE NI3MIZE YD WE Y S 3H3ME

ABTE HHOM SIML OC O1 MY SHL INOHD INVHD WV IAVH IM
SALBL /A" MLGIA SHL 35VIEONT O1 GIHN IM 38043434
RO WSS Y ONDT WSET ST AY T 40 N334 LNIS3Hd FHL

HINYD FHL FH0439 SINVAL 3HL ZONNONNY
OL AINOH4AYDIA A13H GNVYH v 350 OL G3IN ATNO g1N0M 3M

TAGMEC VOOV HGH OF SEAYIA U NOONYHI LY AVGHNLVYS V NO
DMNIHILYM SE0LYLD34S 08 OL 07 ONNROYY IAVR ATNO 3M 5V
ANNOWY SIHL JAVTEOWNOIOVY OL GIIN YIAIN INOA I ANY
TALIDVAVD 3HL SN A0 GTNROM HIOLd 3RL

ONNOYHY AVATYM SHL ONY J30v3Es d363A00 001 3HL DNIAYH

"UOIISOd JUB1in9 siabuey uspiemey

‘eaie 9jeJtedss e uo |03 Y3 spieoq SulsilBApE ‘Bul|
yonoy ayl Suoie a|geIBAR B4 1SN S9IN}ISYNS 104 eale dn wiem y T

‘eaJy dn-wieps - 90°T

yaud au3 o Ja1swnad syl punosins 1snw sa1e8 AdusBisws 4o Jolieg ¢

*s43lideq Jolowiliad pue sulj yonol 9yl usamlag
51939W G°T 4O YIPIM WINWILIW 34y 0 9343A s5e43 B 3¢ 1snW a4ay] ¢
-apIm 1319w 79 pue SuQ[ Wgs SI 3jgeMOo|e
WINLLHUIW 3y3 ‘SIUIBIISUOD tWNIPEIS 03 anp jqissod 30U 1 S1u3 i
‘BpIm sielaWw g9 pue 3uo| stjaw 0T oq pinous Aeid jo piaip 3yl 'z
‘Jin} Jo
asepns 3ujAe(d jrinleu e sayya Yyum paddinba aq 1snw wnipeis syl T

"Aeld jo pjBId - SO'T

Ajddns jamod uiew 3yl jo a4njie] 1sulede paindss aq pue Wnipeis
3yl 4O SEIE |{B JSAOD P[NOUS WS1ISAS UOI1RDIUNWWOD M|gnd ay] "7
‘wialsAs ssatppe agnd e yum paddinbas aqg 3snw wnipels ay] ‘T

"WalsAs UOMEIUNWWOS J|qnd - 70T

"s1E3S pasanod 0Ot a2e(d ut aaey 1snwi uedyddy ayy "z
‘006 S1 Aloeded winwluljAl “SUoIH19dWoD ||B 104 94BS PUB JUBAS|3J SI
yoiym ‘jona) Ayoedes panoidde ue soejd ul aaey 1sniu uedddy ayy "I

|anaq Aypbeden panoiddy - 70T

suolne|nbay punols) ¢ 11|



SSANGHYIIAA INI4S 2004 AUS04NO0D
SR0IS MY INOYS OL NOULIZLOYd HSIIN TIANVA LNY 218YH001
SIVIS TYNAIAIONT ZAVH THM YIHY QIH3IA00 Y3LlvEs 00T 31

TEMNHG ONY Q00D HOLYIN
YALAY Y04 AYIEISOH Y207 3HL 01 0D 5TVISIE40 ONY SHIAYI Tiv

'SENTI STMOE ONY TIVELOOL 3HE JIVUAOWNGCIOY OL
HONONT NYHL MO "530V4S DNDIIYE ¥V 0L ONNOYY Jdv JH3HL

"HoLld 3HL CLSNO0Y
DNIDNYHD IHL WOHd HOQIWHUOD 440 J3404 ¥ 38 THAL Fd3HL

HEZF 191110 OL 1SO3 TVLOL “THOW ANV SINTNIHINDIY
ASIHL J0 TV SISSVINOINT HOHMN GHYONYLS HDIH AHIA
¥ OL NOMAYE THL Q3HSISHNATY ATIETTdNGCI SAVH IM

BB F 502 LT02 NIMYS 3HL A GIONOH TUIM 3S3HL
ANNOdWOD TIONNOS FHL YYIN Y3NIYINOD 13315 v
NIIHOLS 3A LVHL SIN0DNC YILVES 8 MIN OML 38Y Ju3HL

UNNOJINGD TIDNNOS FHL N Q3GIIN 41 L35
JHYdS ¥ HLIM S1SO4 TVOD J0 135 ININYINEId ¥ IAVH 3M

‘paMgiyo.d st Suijeas youaq pue puels Alelodwal Jo asn 7
‘9|geyealqun pue alesedas ‘[ENpPIAIPUI 34 ISNW S$1038103dS 40} S1B3S T

*sai}l|ioed 103e10ads puE spuess - ST

-awied ayl JaYe JULIp pUe POOJ YIM S[BIDILO 13 SI9AR|d dpiaoid 03 sqn|D

"SOIHI[I9E] JUDLIYSINDY - T°T
S|BIDILIO PUEB SWES) Y1 J0f
2|qejieAL 2PELU 24 1SNW SJIED USY JO Wnwiuiw e 1oy soeds Supued T

‘seady Supjied - €T°'T

-gase SuiAe|d ayi 01 swoou Buissalp Ay} WoJ) saaJa43d
PUE SWes1 Y10q 10) 553493 pue ssadde ajes e apiaosd 01sqnp 'z

a|doad ¢ Joj Buneas By 12(101 U9MOYS IYUM W00 BUISS3UP S33I33Y q
3|doad g1
10§ BUI3ESS 1 19]101 ‘SI9MOYS UM WES] Yoea 1o} oo Buissaup y ‘e

:yum paddinba aq 1snw wnipeisayl T
‘swooy 3uissaiq - 60°T
-9)doad g 1se3| 1k 40} W00t BUiieas Ym ydes ‘[ans]
youd 1e sayouaq paJanod oml yum paddinba aq 1snw wnjpeis auj ‘e
sayousg s8nillsqns - 80°T

‘9|qejieAe apew o3 s|eos aseds -z
(gv4]) pleog UORERIDOSSY ||BQIO0 |BUOIIRWIRLU| 3U} Ag paled|nwold
se awed syl Jo smeT 3yl yum uendwod 3g 1snwl 1sodjeon T

"s|eon) aledg pue sjeon - /0°T



NiBF 38 TINOM INJWILSIANI TYL0L

XSCF WIYY AIYIA0D YALYIS 00T TIVLSNI ANV 3SVYHIUNd
ABTF 151930W £ Ad HDLId IHL NIAIAm
*QINNVId INFINLISIANI TYNI

APSF IANQLSAYID FHL LY
SALLNRYA IHL DNIAVEDAN 31vd 0L LNA4S AANOIN
SHLON 35931d

‘O JHldSY HIAIN QN0 aNID Y SY SM HOIHM 28 T SHELL

NI SGNNOYD INOVIT LY CIHINDIY ATNO I8V STLLITIOVE 3S3HL
.\rﬂ:mw >._.\xom sseld ¥

“Bunysijpooty 7

S3jlIsuUIng pue Sunus) eyl T

$SALAIDVL ANIMOTI0d 3HL
34INOYHd OL 3AVYH LON Od 3M 3N9VIT MVL 3HL 40 € "3LL 3HL NI
SHION 3SYEId

SOT3 ONIAYYD 3HL OL SIONYHLNTG 3HL LV Q31S0d 39 THAM 353ML

NOITHAY 3L NI
ALVHDYA WOOH HSYAL / 13 TI0L GT18VSIA (355300 ASYI NV S134IHL

"SI0 IHL HIA S U301V 15EI QIENYND £ 3AYH ATLNISTHd 3Mm

SHOLVIZHS HO4 NOMHAY 3HL NI S3LATI0Vd
WOCUHSYAL / L30L GI18VSI0 ONY SLINID S0V 348V 343HL

WTF 1500 Hivd dI13NINTE 43LN0 DYINYGYL Y 3TTVLSNI
A STOC Ni SNISIVHANNT 91D ANV MYE 3HL INOYHd LNVHD V¥ HLIM

TMOHAYL 3HL NI NIHOLH
FHL WOY] SY0LYLIGH4S O SINIINHSTHLTY 3AIS ATLNIHEN0 M
SONIGNADENS OLN] ONITY 0L G3ANIYd 38 THM v3dY DNILVES 3HL

"Wiay} peas Ued si03e1dads 18yl 0S punous ayl JO Seaie 3jqeuns
u1 paxyy suope|nSay punoJdo sy aAey 03 aSueliE ISNW qnP 3Yyf T

'suone|nday punoJis - gZ°T

*SIUNGESIP YUM suosiad 10) SDIU|0BS 3jgEUNS dreY 01 qN[D T

"SA|IGESIP YUM S101e10ads Jo) SAIUed - TZ'T

"J93ILO PIV 18114 PRIHIEND B JO S3DIAIDS BY) 9ARY ©1 5N T

AD0IYQ Py 1S4 - 02T

-si01e100ds
10} papiacad aq 01 saf3iioe) Alejjues DjusiSAY pue ueaD JUDILNG T

"s3[Uf1ded Atellues - 6T°T
JBUWLIEY 10 91940U00 JoO Buisiwosduwiod ‘Aepd 1o ploy syl 10
yipim auo pue yiduaj suo 3uipunolins Suipuelispiey 39 1snw a1ayl ‘T

‘3uipuelspieH - 9T T
‘sio1e30ads
10 Sarjoe) sjuswysalfay yim paddinba aq 3snw wnipeis ayl ¢



Coty (XIS LY

GMARED T
A vt Rl S
Vestalia Js f2] e
Burntwood / ‘g/ '

BUCKLEY
CH7 3EN

01244 546827

frederickevanscal@hotmail.co.uk

Mrs Sharron G Jones

Clerk and Financial Officer
Hawarden Community CGouncil
113 The Highway
HAWARDEN

Desside

CHS 3DN

Dear Mrs Jones

| have sent the attached letter to County Councillor Dave Mackie
As | understand that you are to be involved in a meeting with him and Stuart
Lawrence | am sending you the copy as your chair may refer to some of the content
in your mesting.
Sincerely

e funs)

_~

Fred Evans



Vestalia
Burntwood
BUCKLEY
CH7 3EN

01244 546827

frederickevanscal@hotmail.co.uk

CC Dave Mackie

Chairman Hawarden Community Council
Parmelea

Old Aston Hill

Ewloe

Deeside

CH5 3AH

Dear County Councillor Mackie

Hawarden Rangers Football Club: Proposed Development at Gladstone
Playing Fields

As President of Hawarden Rangers Football Club | was invited by Stuart Lawrence
to accompany him to a mesting of the Hawarden Community Council when he was
to be questioned about the proposal to enhance faciliies for the football club at
Gladstone Playing Fields

First of all may | thank you for the friendly welcome that you gave to Stuart and
myself (a third member of the Ciub came after our item had been discussed) at
Monday evening's Community Gouncil meeting. We understood fully why we were
there: to provide answers to questions that counciliors may have had about our
proposed development.

However, | am disappointed deeply in how the meeting progressed and the final
decision.

You allowed the resident to speak for five minutes and, after his presentation, he
constantly interrupted the proceedings despite warnings. Why did you not adjourn
the meeting as per the Standing Grders (SO 28)7

With the reference to traffic and parking in Birch Rise It was obvious that the resident
was describing either Saturday/ Sunday mornings when Junior football (age groups
up to the age of 16) takes place or Hawarden Festival Day; and not Saturday
afternoons when Senior football takes piace with two teams playing in the Weish
National League; and never do the two teams play at home on the same afternoon.



Councillor Small alluded to the fact that traffic and parking is a problem in Mancott
when Junior teams are playing; and you need only visit other areas where Saturday
morning Junior football takes place; traffic and parking problems. We could have
intervened at that point but respected that we were there only to answer guestions. It
is disappointing that counciilors did not pursue that point.

Disappointing, too, that the point that he made about litter and mud in Birch Road
was not pursued. Councillor Turton pointed out that litter seems to be a real problem
in society these days and streets close to Take Aways, for instance have a real
problem. If councillors were to be present at the end of a match on a Saturday
afternoon they would see members of the committee pick up litter from the playing
and surrounding area and ¢lean up the mud from near the hard area around the
pavilion. Players are asked to remove their boots at the entrance and. invariably,
some players will remove mud from their hoots at that point,

incidentally you may find this fact of interest. | attended a match on a Saturday
afternoon and the wind played havoc with my umbrella. | placed the damaged
umbrella in one of the bins by the pavillon; three weeks ater it was stifl in the bin.

f just wonder whether Councillor Carver had asked the Club Secretary for a break-
down of where Hawarden Junior and Senlor footballers live? His outrageous claim
(and reading the Minutes of Council mestings that seems to be the word that often
descrlbes his remarks) that members of the football club come from miles away. If
he were to research the Constitution of the Club he would see that it was a clear aim,
when the Club was formed, that it was a facility for youngsters living within a five mile
radius of Gladstone ~ and that stili holds today. As parents have a choice of where
they want their children o be educated, it may be now that some children, who
attend one of the five primary schools and one high school in our area, come from
outside that catchment area; they wish to play footbalt with the friends that they have
made in school.

Incidentally, too, you may wish o note that regularly 9/10 of the players in the Senior
teams will have played Junior football with Hawarden and live within our original
catchment area. And there are not many Senior Football Teams/Clubs in the Welsh
National League can make that claim. In fact ali the players in one Senior team in the
Welsh National League come from Wirral/Liverpool.

| know that some of the councillors claim to be members of the Conservative and
Labour Parties. Invite them to read their party’s Sports Manifesto — { don’t suppose
they have or they would not have such a blinkered, narrow view. [ wili remind you of
some of the promises and statements contained in the said documents:

o encourage sport governing bodies to make rapid improvement on provision;

o ensure that the Premier League delivers on its promise to invest b percent of
its televislon rights into the grassroots games to help the next generation of
players and coaches and to Improve pitches and facllities;



¢ sport and recreation can play a part by tackling such health problems as
obesity and mental health;

o sport helps people perform better at work or school and lead happier lives;

e help to boost sports at grassroots level;

e help local communities to produce a new generation of sporting talent;

s secure more funding to improve grassroots sports facilities and provision;

« support volunteer sports organisers by sweeping away unnecessary
bureaucracy;

o enable more local sports fields and facilities to be created so local people can
create space and sporting facilities;

s refurbishing community sporting facilities to support community cohesion,
improve health and raise educational levels

I find it somewhat hypocritical that the Community Councll is basking in the glory,
enjoying the high profile, that the village enjoys and it wishes to identify with the
achievements of national and international well known foatballers; David Brett, Andy
Dorman, lan Edwards, Barry Horne, Gareth Owen, Michael Owen, lan Rush, Gary
Speed; all associated with, and represented, Hawarden Rangers at various levels of
local football; and now the Council denying the opportunity for future aspiring young
footballers to play their football at Gladstone at the same level but with enhanced
facilities: a wider playing area and a 100 seater stand.

Although the FAW has stipulated a 100 seater stand, it is not envisaged that there
will be that amount of spectators present on a typical Saturday afternoon.

| am sure that you will recall that during the last four years or so the Council has
recognized the contribution that three of Hawarden Rangers’ long standing officers-
Stuart Lawrence (Vice Chairman), Dave Dickel (Secretary), Paul Hughes (Treasurer)
~ have made successfully to the development over many years of grassroots
coaching soccer skills and organised football. The Council acknowledged and
supported their (the officers) judgement on the improvements that they have brought
forward.to enhance performance and achievement. And this success is
acknowledged further afield: the Club regarded as one of the top clubs in North
Wales. And sadly now, the Council does not wish to support the judgement of these
volunteer stalwarts who want to ensure that the Club has facilities that will enable its
Senior members to play football at the same level, '

You are aware that 90 % of the cost of the proposed development was being met by
the Foothall Association of Wales. It is therefore important that the Club, so that it
can forward information fo the parent body, should have a full and detailed
explanation of why this request has been turned down. We have parents who have
a legal background and | am sure, too, that the FAW will want to seek advice. The
reasons for refusal may influence future decisions that the FAW may take in deciding
which football clubs, in the future, should benefit from grant aid.



| note from Standing Order 45 that a Council member is entitled fo have her or his
name recorded in the minutes as voting against a specific matter or as abstaining
from voting | would welcome a breakdown of how councillors voted as it is
important for parents (and players who are eligible to vote) to know how councillors
voted as they (the voters) may be represented in their wards by councillors who
have, at present, prevented the club from improving its facilities and thus denying the
opportunity for present Senior members , and future Senior members, from playing
at the present level. They may wish to challenge the said councillors and perhaps
think carefully for whom they vote for in the future,

Finally | heard one councillor mention the cutting of trees down if the proposed stand
were to go ahead. It is the view of the Club that would not be necessary.
Notwithstanding that | remind you that Giadstone himself had a great passion for tree
work and he famously said, “We cut down that we may improve” - and it is my belief
that if the stand were to go ahead, with the necessity of shaping some of the trees,
there would be improvement; and the improvement that is outlined in the
Conservative and Labour Sports Manifestos that | quoted earlier.

Egch councillor should self- examine and ask themselves the simple quastion: *Am |
a "community” councillor who has the interests of the folk | represent, especially the
young?”

| thank you for taking time to read this lelter and | await your response.

Yours sincerely

Fred Evans
President Hawarden Rangers Football Club



